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August 31, 2006

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary
Department of Defense

The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Governors oppose statutory changes in the House and Senate Department of Defense authorization bills to
federalize the National Guard during emergencies and disasters. Provisions in both the House and Senate bills
to expand the President’s authority over the National Guard during natural and manmade disasters were
developed without consultation with governors and encroach on our constitutional authority to protect the
citizens of our states.

Fifty-one governors recently sent a letter to Congress opposing Section 511 of the House-passed bill because
it would usurp the authority of governors to command the National Guard in response to a “serious natural or
manmade disaster.” Since then, governors also have become increasingly concerned with the Senate’s
proposal to expand the President’s authority to intervene in a state under the Insurrection Act (Section 1042)
and proposals to federalize disaster response through the use of reserve forces. Each of these proposals
represents a dramatic expansion of federal authority during natural disasters that could cause confusion in the
command-and-control of the National Guard and interfere with states” ability to respond to natural disasters
within their borders.

As we reiterated during our meeting with you in February, any issue that affects the mission of the Guard in
the states must be addressed in consultation and coordination with governors. The role of the Guard in the
states and to the nation as a whole is too important to have major policy decisions made without full debate
and input from governors throughout the policy process.

Governors welcome the opportunity to improve the nation's disaster response capabilities, but we must work
together to ensure that any changes do not hinder our ability to respond to those in need. We therefore urge
you to join us in calling for the House and Senate to remove Section 511 of the House bill and Section 1042
of the Senate bill from the final conference report.
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