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30 January 2007

The Honorable Ben Nelson
The Honorable Kit Bond

United States Senate
United States Senate

Washington, DC  20515
Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
The Honorable Olympia Snowe

United States Senate
United States Senate

Washington, DC  20515
Washington, DC  20515

As you are most certainly aware the Adjutants General of the 54 states, territories, and District of Columbia have provided trained and ready National Guard forces to protect the nation inside and outside of its borders in unprecedented numbers since 9/11.  Since then we have sought reform within the Department of Defense for the National Guard to fully transform from a strategic reserve to an operational reserve. 

We are united in support of the National Guard Empowerment Act of 2007.  The legislation contains key elements that will enhance the ability of the National Guard to equip and train for its dual role missions.  Elevating the Chief, National Guard Bureau to four-star rank is needed to ensure representation at the highest levels when addressing homeland security and National Guard usage.  Making the National Guard Bureau a joint activity in DoD responds directly to White House recommendations contained in its report on Hurricane Katrina.  A greater National Guard presence is needed at USNORTHCOM.  Your legislation does this by requiring the deputy commander to be a National Guard general.  Other provisions deal with expanding opportunities for National Guard leaders to compete for top level assignments.  Finally, the legislation focuses on identifying and correcting critical gaps in resources needed to protect U.S. citizens.

Recent events have demonstrated again what we all already know that the National Guard will continue to be needed at unprecedented levels for missions impossible to contemplate.  The National Guard will be part of the build up in Iraq to finally defeat terrorist and sectarian elements which will require extraordinary sacrifices by families and employers.  The National Guard continues to assist in securing the nation’s southwest border.

The National Guard Empowerment Act of 2007 is comprehensive and visionary.  It acknowledges how the nature of warfare and national security has changed and offers bold changes to reshape military leadership to meet new threats. Testimony from DoD’s highest leaders to the Commission on National Guard and Reserve in December indicates that no other plan is in work to strengthen the voice of the National Guard in the halls of the Pentagon.  

You can count on support from the Adjutants General Association of the United States in seeking critical changes that will assure a strong National Guard ready to serve this great nation domestically and fighting terrorism.

Sincerely,
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ROGER P. LEMPKE

Major General

President
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