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NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES, INC.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                    ONE MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NORTHWEST WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 789-0031 FAX  (202) 682-9358




January 25, 2007
Honorable Patrick Leahy

United States Senate

433 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:
The National Guard Association of the United States continues to support the critical changes that were included in the National Defense Enhancement and National Guard Empowerment Act of 2006.  We appreciate your efforts, along with Senator Bond, in introducing a new bill in the Senate that incorporates these same areas of concern. 

S. 2658 was a bold step in the last session to provide the National Guard with an adequate voice in the deliberations of the Department of Defense as together we meet the future threats to the nation, both here at home and overseas. 

As you know, NGAUS worked vigorously in 2006 to secure passage of S. 2658 and we have  continued that aggressive support in hearings before the Commission on the National Guard and Reserve.  While we regret that their deliberations have created some delay in implementing these key solutions to National Guard issues we remain hopeful that they too will recognize the wisdom contained in the National Guard Empowerment Act of 2007.

Thank you for your assistance on behalf of the National Guard.  Please let us know how we may be of further assistance in this endeavor.






Sincerely,
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Stephen M. Koper






Brigadier General (ret)






President

