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NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES, INC.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                    ONE MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NORTHWEST WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 789-0031 FAX  (202) 682-9358




 February 7, 2007

The Honorable Patrick Leahy


The Honorable Christopher Bond

United States Senate



United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510



Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Leahy and Bond:


The National Guard Association of the United states (NGAUS) is pleased to support your efforts to repeal those provisions of Section 1076 of the John Warner National Defense Authorization Act (Public Law 109-364) enacted in the 109th Congress.


We believe those provisions removed the governors of the several states from their constitutional role as the commanders in chief of their respective states’ National Guard forces in responding to domestic emergencies, in both an unnecessary and unwarranted manner.


We further believe that the exploitation of the language of the Insurrection Act as a surreptitious method to gain special presidential authority where clearly the Congress has never intended the federal executive to hold sway is “creative” but “poor” public policy.  Please spare no effort to reverse this dangerous precedent.


Thank you for your reasoned and forthright protection of the prerogatives of the governors and the National Guard.







Sincerely,
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Stephen M. Koper







Brigadier General (ret)







President    

