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November 6, 2007

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Department of State

Washington, DWO

Dear Secre ﬁry'R'

There a're.aﬁrts that one of your principal aides and legal advisers, a Mr. John Bellinger,
is taking the legal position that he cannot say whether it is permissible to waterboard
Americans and that it depends on the facts and circumstances. I could not disagree more
strongly. There are no conceivable facts or circumstances that would justify
waterboarding an American anywhere in the world for any reason. Our treaty obligations
and domestic law make waterboarding illegal. Please respond without delay and set this
matter straight. J/

o ‘Sin~_ rely,

| PATRICK LEAHY
Chairman
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